Use of femoral artery guiding catheters via the left brachial artery for transluminal coronary angioplasty.
Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty using the right brachial artery has been described using either a cutdown and arteriotomy or a percutaneous entry. Each method requires the use of a brachial artery guiding catheter (Stertzer guiding catheter; (USCI). This communication reports the use of percutaneous entry of the left brachial artery and coronary angioplasty performed with femoral guiding catheters. In this manner coronary angioplasty has been successfully performed in 42 of 47 patients (90%) without major complications.